Semicolons and Colons
-A semicolon separates different elements within a sentence. 

-A colon indicates that an example or explanation follows.

Semicolons

· Use semicolons to separate items in a series if any of the items contain a comma.

· We gathered at the camp; put on sunscreen, bug spray, and waterproof clothing; and discussed the path for our hike.

· Use a semicolon between independent clauses joined by a conjunction if either clause contains commas.
· The hiking trip was cold, wet, and long; but we as hikers learned an incredible amount about nature.

· Use a semicolon to join the independent clauses of a compound sentence if no coordinating conjunction is used. (Using a semicolon instead of a comma and a conjunction indicates a stronger relationship between the clauses. Don’t use a semicolon unless the ideas in the clauses are closely related. 
· The storm while we were hiking was intense, but our hiking guide kept us calm.

· The storm while we were hiking was intense; it pelted us with rain and hindered our visibility. 

· Use a semicolon before a conjunction adverb or parenthetical expression that joins the clauses of a compound sentence. (Use a comma after the adverb or expression).

· The weather showed signs of the coming storm; therefore, we should have found shelter immediately.

· Storms pose a great risk to hikers in National parks; in fact, they can be deadly. 

· Note: The example of offsetting parenthetical expression with commas from the Comma Handout is different than this construction, because the parenthetical expression is not sandwiched between two independent clauses and here it is; thus, a semicolon is necessary.
Colons

· Use a colon to introduce a list of items.

· On any hiking excursion, you should bring these items: water, snacks, first aid kit, and proper rain gear. 

· Use a colon between two independent clauses when the second clause explains or summarizes the first.

· The hiking guide was right: we didn’t have to wait out the storm or seek shelter.

· Use a colon to introduce a formal or long quotation.

· Winston Churchill inspired the people of England with these words: “We shall not fail or falter; we shall not weaken or tire.”

· Other uses

· Formal salutation

· Dear Madam:

· After labels that signal important ideas

· Beware: These waters contain a strong current

· Between hour and minutes

· 12:30 P.M.

