Using a narrative to strengthen an argument		NAME_______________________________________________
McGonigal: Reality Is Broken

1. Annotate Herodotus’s excerpt which McGonigal included in Reality is Broken.  Identify the tone of the passage and write the two complementary tone words next to the passage. Circle meaningful diction. Number the sentences in the passage. Underline two transitional elements.

“When Atys was king of Lydia in Asia Minor some three thousand years ago, a great scarcity threatened his realm. For a while people accepted their lot without complaining, in the hope that times of plenty would return. But when things failed to get better, the Lydians devised a strange remedy for their problem. The plan adopted against the famine was to engage in games one day so entirely as not to feel any craving for food . . . and the next day to eat and abstain from games. In this way they passed eighteen years, and along the way they invented the dice, knuckle-bones, the ball, and all the games which are common.”

2. Which sentence # best identifies the reason that the ancient Lydians engaged in games? ______

3. McGonigal chose to use the words “engage in games.” What are the implications of that choice? What does “engage” mean to you? Would the meaning change if she said “play” or “participate”? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How do these choices in diction communicate tone and how would the tone change if you made the replacement?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Herodotus carefully chose his diction.  “scarcity”- “famine”- “abstain”- What do these words have in common and why might our author have chosen them?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Add the above words to your context vocabulary organizer.

7. Define analogy:  ____________________________________________________________________________
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]How does McGonigal use this story as an analogy? What is she comparing?  Is this effective in helping her make her claim? Why or why not?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


